MINUTES OF THE GRAND ISLE INDEPENDENT 

LEVEE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2017
11:00 A.M.

The Grand Isle Independent Levee District met on Wednesday, April 12, 2017, at 
11:00 a.m. in a regular meeting at the Grand Isle Multiplex Center with the following commissioners:

Present:  3 Commissioners – David Camardelle, Kelly Besson, Sr. and Arthur Bellanger 

Absent: 0 
President Camardelle called the meeting to order and then led with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a prayer.

A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger and unanimously agreed to approve to amend the agenda adding 7A. A resolution approving the Declaration of Emergency by the Grand Isle Independent Levee District, for the repair of the Grand Isle and Vicinity Beach Erosion and Hurricane Protection.
A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger and unanimously agreed to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 30, 2017 as read.

Mr. Joe Chauvin from GIS Engineering gave the following report:

1. The Hurricane Protection levee tube needs repair and the levee has lost about 12,000 cubic yard of sand. The crown of the levee on the western end is in danger and needs some work. 
2. Updating the ATF permit, the COE is waiting for the tolling agreement from the levee district.

 3. Working on the 8-year maintenance agreement between the COE and DNR for the Hebert Levee. We are discussing adding the culvert to the levee. The levee is caving in and may need more dirt.

4. Working on the extension for the permit on the Bayside Breakwater Project. 

5. Levee inspection is currently being performed and can view the levee due to the grass getting cut before the inspection.
President Camardelle stated that he is working closely with Jefferson Parish to help repair the tube and breach in the Hurricane Protection Levee. We are waiting on the money from Capital Outlay to work on the permit for rocks by Bayou Thunder. Met with Senator Alario, Representative Gisclair, Parish Councilmembers Roberts and Templet keeping them informed about the levee breach and continuing to construct more segmented rock breakwaters on the north side of Grand Isle. The annual levee board conference will be held in May in Baton Rouge and the commissioners attend meeting and meet with federal, state and local officials. Mr. Camardelle stated he is working on building an air strip by Elmer’s Island to help get more tourist to the island. He is also working on getting Elmer’s Island open to some type of access to the beach for public access. 

Several beaches in Florida, Texas, North Carolina, and other states along the coast have access to their beaches. Mr. Camardelle thanked Senator Alario, Representative Gisclair, Governor Forster, CPRA, Parish Councilmembers Roberts and Templet and federal officials for helping to secure funding and for helping with breach levees or building more breakwaters. We have a good working relationship with our federal, state and local officials to get help with Grand Isle’s current needs.  
A joint motion was made by the Commissioners of the levee district to introduce the following emergency resolution:
Resolution No. 170401


A resolution approving the Declaration of Emergency by the 
Grand Isle Independent Levee District, for the repair of the 
Grand Isle and Vicinity Beach Erosion and Hurricane Protection.

 
WHEREAS, high winds and strong tides and currents and significant wave action in the swash zone on the western end of the island during the months of February, March and April, 2017 have caused significant damage to the Grand Isle and Vicinity Beach Erosion and Hurricane Protection Project in an area on the western end of the project and the Town of Grand Isle. One year ago temporary measures were taken to bolster the sand levee which protects the town and those measures resulted in more erosion and sand being washed away exposing the tube comprising the bulk of the levee therefore making new repairs necessary with the threat of hurricane season and irreparable and immediate harm threatening the residents and property located in the Town of Grand Isle.

WHEREAS, the repairs are both necessary and critical to the survival of the residents of the Town of Grand Isle and must begin immediately as hurricane season is upon us and Grand Isle is in a very vulnerable situation as has been evidenced by past history of hurricanes and tidal events and even normal, seasonable weather and tides are creating damage to the levee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Grand Isle Independent Levee District, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana that:


The Declaration of Emergency is hereby acknowledged and the President of the Grand Isle Independent Levee District is authorized and directed to sign and execute any documents needed to assistant the Town of Grand Isle in repairing the western end of the Grand Isle and Vicinity Beach Erosion and Hurricane Protection Project.

This resolution was considered section by section and as a whole and was offered jointly by Levee Board Commissioners.
Roll call voter thereon as follows:


YEAS:   Kelly Besson, Sr., Arthur Bellanger, David Camardelle

NAYS:  0

ABSENT: 0
This resolution was approved this 12th day of April, 2017 and becomes effective on said date.

A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger and unanimously agreed to approve expenses associated with operating the levee board.
A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger, and unanimously agreed to approve the new per diem rate of $156.25 according to our auditor’s recommendation averaging the state’s expenses effective immediately.
A motion was made by Commissioner Besson, seconded by Commissioner Bellanger, and unanimously agreed to adjourn the meeting at 11:59 p.m.
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